ON  THE APPAIBS OF INDIA.                   148

making the exemption general was a breach of the
Company's privileges, and that the Nabob should be
positively required to recall it, and collect duties as
before from the country merchants, and all other
persons who had not the protection of the Compa-
ny's dustuck. The Directors, as the evident reason
of the thing and as their duty required, disapproved
highly of these transactions, and ordered (8th Febru-
ary, 1764) a final and effectual stop to be put to the
inland trade in salt, and several other articles of com-
merce. But other politics and other interests pre-
vailed, so that in the May following a General Court
resolved, that it should be recommended to the Court
of Directors to reconsider the preceding orders; in
consequence of which the Directors ordered the Gov-
ernor and Council to form a plan, in concert with the
Nabob, for regulating the inland trade.

On these last orders Lord Olive's plan was formed,
in 1765, for engrossing the sole purchase of salt, and
dividing the profits among the Company's senior ser-
vants. The Directors, who had hitherto reluctantly
given way to a monopoly under any ideas or for any
purposes*, disapproved of this plan, and on the 17tli
May, 1766, ordered it to be abolished \ but they sub-
stituted no other in its room.* In this manner things
continued until November, 1767, when the Directors
repeated their orders for excluding all persons what-
ever, excepting the natives only, from being con-
cerned in the inland trade in salt; and they declared
that (vide par. 90) "such trade is hereby abolished
and put a final end to." In the same lett.er (par.
92) they ordered that the salt trade should be laid

* Par. 36.  Vide Fourth Report from Com* of Secwcy in 1773,
Appendix, No, 45.